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PRELUDE  Prelude in D-flat Major | John Knowles Paine (1839–1906)

GATHERING

Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power 
of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.	

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#688	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Lord of Light   

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in 
the nave.

We’re glad you’re here and 
invite you to join us in worship 
and fellowship. Whether you’re 
visiting for the first time, 
returning after time away or 
looking for a church community 
to call home, you are welcome 
here.  

If you would like to learn more:
•	 Please speak to a pastor,
•	 Fill out a pew card and 

place in the offering plate, or
•	 Visit us online at www.

luthermem.org or Facebook

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST 
This service is livestreamed 
on our website at www.
luthermem.org and YouTube. 
Cameras are installed in the 
nave, and worshipers may 
occasionally be visible on this 
broadcast.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome 
in worship. Changing tables 
are located in the restrooms. 
A staffed nursery is available 
Sundays 9 am–noon.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in 
the nave. Ushers can provide 
hearing assistance and a 
wheelchair, if needed. Prayer 
shawls are available in the 
narthex.

PARKING 
Free parking is available 
Sundays in Grainger Hall 
parking ramp, one block east of 
the church, off Brooks Street. 
For closer access, parking is 
available in the garage under 
the church off Conklin Place 
alley.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Merciful God, righteous master, you rule the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all we have. 
Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your 
coming, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.

WORD
Please sit. 
FIRST READING  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Be silent before the Lord God, for the day of the Lord is at hand! The Lord has prepared a sacrifice; 
he has consecrated his guests.
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who settle like dregs 
in wine, those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” Their 
wealth shall be plundered and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not 
inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.
The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter; 
the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day 
of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of 
trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.
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I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned 
against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung. Neither their 
silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion 
the whole earth shall be consumed, for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the 
earth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 90:1–12
The choir sings the antiphon, “So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom,” 
before and after the psalm. The psalm is sung responsively, beginning with the choir.

Lord, you have | been our refuge
	 from one generation | to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born,
	 from age to age | you are God.
You turn us back to the | dust and say,
	 “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.”
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past
	 and like a watch | in the night; 
you sweep them away | like a dream,
	 they fade away suddenly | like the grass:
in the morning it is | green and flourishes;
	 in the evening it is dried | up and withered.
For we are consumed | by your anger;
	 we are afraid because | of your wrath.
Our iniquities you have | set before you,
	 and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance. 
When you are angry, all our | days are gone;
	 we bring our years to an end | like a sigh.
The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength | even eighty;
	 yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and | we are gone.
Who regards the power | of your wrath?
	 Who rightly fears your | indignation?
So teach us to num- | ber our days
	 that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom.

SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in 
the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, brothers 
and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of 
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So, then, let us not fall asleep as 
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober, for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are 
drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the breastplate 
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of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath 
but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we 
are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing. 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
	 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Verse:  Abide in me as I abide in you; those who abide in me bear much fruit

GOSPEL  Matthew 25:14-30
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once the one who had received the five 
talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off 
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those 
slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; 
see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not scatter, so I was afraid, and I 
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, 
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow and gather 
where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on 
my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, 
and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and 
they will have an abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.
SERMON
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Please rise.
#678 	 HYMN OF THE DAY  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
	 he descended to the dead. 
	 On the third day he rose again; 
	 he ascended into heaven, 
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 the holy catholic Church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. 
	 Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL
Please sit. 
OFFERING   Once He Came in Blessing | Ivar Widéen (1871-1951)

Once he came in blessing,
All our ills redressing;
Came in likeness lowly,
Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us;
Hope and freedom gave us.
Still he comes within us;
Still his voice would win us
From the sins that hurt us;
Would to truth convert us
From our foolish error
Ere he comes in terror.
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Thus, if you have known him,
Not ashamed to own him,
Nor have spurned him coldly,
But will trust him boldly,
He will then receive you,
Heal you, and forgive you.
Those who then are loyal
Find a welcome royal.
Come, then, O Lord Jesus,
From our sins release us;
Let us here confess you,
Till in heaven we bless you.

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

 	 GREAT THANKSGIVING  

	 PROPER PREFACE

 	 SANCTUS  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy… until he comes.

Remembering, therefore… now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER  
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Please sit. 
AGNUS DEI  

THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ 
(bread*) in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may 
be received in any of three ways: by drinking from the first chalice, by dipping the bread (intinction) into 
the chalice, or by drinking from an individual glass poured from a second chalice.  
*Gluten-free bread is available on request.

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  Nocturne in E Minor Opus 72, No.1 | Frederic Chopin (1810–1849)
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
#679	 For the Fruit of All Creation
#695	 As Saints of Old

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. 
By your spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
#545	 RECESSIONAL HYMN  Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Allegro from Concerto I (BWV 980) | Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
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Today’s music setting is from Franz Schubert’s German Mass. 

Our thanks to Kole Consigny, piano, for playing during the communion today.

Altar flowers are given by Sue Bangert and Mike Hammers in memory of Joann Bangert.

But thou woulds’t not alone 
Be saved, my father! alone 
Conquer and come to thy goal, 
Leaving the rest in the wild 
We were weary, and we 
Fearful, and we in our march 
Fain to drop down and to die. 
Still thou turnedst, and still 
Beckonedst the trembler, and still 
Gavest the weary thy hand.

If, in the paths of the world, 
Stones might have wounded  
   thy feet, 
Toil or dejection have tried 
Thy spirit, of that we saw 
Nothing—to us thou wage still 
Cheerful, and helpful, and firm! 
Therefore to thee it was given 
Many to save with thyself; 
And, at the end of thy day, 
O faithful shepherd! to come, 
Bringing thy sheep in thy hand. 

Matthew Arnold (1822–1888)


