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Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE  Prelude in D Major (BWV 532) | Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)

GATHERING

Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS	

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.	

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#392	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN   Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays 
in Grainger Hall parking ramp, one 
block east of the church, off Brooks 
Street. For closer access, parking 
is available in the garage under the 
church off Conklin Place alley.

REUSE & RECYCLE BULLETINS 
Please return your bulletin to the 
basket in the narthex after the 
early service or recycle in the blue 
recycle bin after the late service. 

HYMNAL 
The red hymnal in the pew in front 
of you contains much of the music 
used in this service. Page numbers 
are in the front part of the hymnal 
on the bottom of the page, while 
hymns are found towards the rear 
of the hymnal.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in the 
nave. Ushers can provide hearing 
assistance and a wheelchair, if 
needed. Prayer shawls are available 
in the narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome 
in worship. Changing tables are 
located in the restrooms. The 
nursery is open but unstaffed.

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, or 
want to learn more:

•	 Please fill out a pew card and 
place in the offering plate

•	 Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook
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	 HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand.  Unite 
us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your 
presence, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD

Please sit.
FIRST READING  Acts 1:6-14 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 
in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 
day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they 
were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35

The choir sings the antiphon, “Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds,” before and after the psalm. The 
choir and congregation alternate in the singing of the psalm verses, beginning with the choir.

Let God arise, and let God’s ene- | mies be scattered;
	 let those who | hate God flee.
As smoke is driven away, so you should drive | them away;
	 as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the pres- | ence of God.
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God;
	 let them also be mer- | ry and joyful.
Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who | rides the clouds;
	 I Am is that name, rejoice | before God! 
In your holy habita- | tion, O God,
	 you are a father to orphans, defend- | er of widows;
you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners | into freedom;
	 but the rebels shall live in | desert places.
O God, when you went forth be- | fore your people,
	 when you marched | through the wilderness,
the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the | God of Sinai,
	 at the presence of God, the | God of Israel.
You sent a bountiful | rain, O God;
	 you restored your inheritance | when it languished.
Your people found their | home in it;
	 in your goodness, O God, you have made provision | for the poor. 
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Sing to God, O kingdoms | of the earth;
	 sing praises | to the Lord.
You ride in the heavens, O God, in the | ancient heavens;
	 you send forth your voice, your | mighty voice.
Ascribe pow- | er to God,
	 whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is | in the skies.
How wonderful you are in your holy places, O | God of Israel,
	 giving strength and power to your people! | Blessed be God!

SECOND READING  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so 
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a 
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, 
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 
same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 
To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
	 GOSPEL PROCESSION

Choir: I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord. I am coming to you.

GOSPEL  John 17:1-11
Glory to you, O Lord.

After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you, for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. And now 
I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please sit.
SERMON

Please rise.
#322 	 HYMN OF THE DAY  Oh, Love, How Deep

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. 
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.
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MEAL
Please sit. 
OFFERING  O Clap Your Hands | Peter Hallock (1924-2014)

O clap your hands, all you peoples: sing unto God loud songs of joy.
Sing praise to our God, sing praise to our King, the king of the earth, the King of all nations.
God has gone up, gone up with a shout, and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet.

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy… until he comes.

Remembering, therefore… now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ (bread) 
in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may be 
received by drinking from the first chalice or by dipping the bread (intinction) into the chalice. Gluten-free 
bread is available on request.

Please sit.
LAMB OF GOD

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION   O God, the King of Glory | Henry Purcell (1659-1695)
O God, the King of Glory, who hast exalted thine only Son, Jesus Christ, with great triumph into 
heaven: we beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, 
and exalt us into the same place where our Saviour Christ is gone before us.

#463	 COMMUNION HYMN  Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

#475	 RECESSIONAL HYMN   Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE  Fugue in D Major (BWV 532) | J.S. Bach
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O blessed One, to thee I 
turn my gaze again.  Thou 
art my strength, the Lord 
of all, the Unbegotten, the 
Beginning and the Father of 
the Beginning, who is the 
immortal Son.  Thou art the 
Great Light sprung from 
similar light, circling in a 
manner that is ineffable from 
One to One. O Son of God, 
Wisdom, King, Word, Truth, 
Image of the Archetype, 
Nature equal to the Begetter, 
Shepherd, Man, High priest; 
and Spirit proceeding from 
the Father, Light of my mind, 
who comest to the pure and 
makest God of man, look 
down in mercy.  As the years 
run their course, grant that 
I may hereafter be mingled 
with the whole divinity.  
With hymns unending may I 
celebrate thee in joy.  Amen.

Gregory of Nazianzus  
(330 – 389)


