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Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE  What a Friend We Have in Jesus | arr. John Behnke (b. 1953)

GATHERING
Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS	

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.	

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#883	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN   All People That on Earth Do Dwell

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays 
in Grainger Hall parking ramp, one 
block east of the church, off Brooks 
Street. For closer access, parking 
is available in the garage under the 
church off Conklin Place alley.

REUSE & RECYCLE BULLETINS 
Please return your bulletin to the 
basket in the narthex after the 
early service or recycle in the blue 
recycle bin after the late service. 

HYMNAL 
The red hymnal in the pew in front 
of you contains much of the music 
used in this service. Page numbers 
are in the front part of the hymnal 
on the bottom of the page, while 
hymns are found towards the rear 
of the hymnal.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in the 
nave. Ushers can provide hearing 
assistance and a wheelchair, if 
needed. Prayer shawls are available 
in the narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome 
in worship. Changing tables are 
located in the restrooms. A staffed 
nursery is available Sundays 9 am–
noon.

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, or 
want to learn more:

•	 Please fill out a pew card and 
place in the offering plate

•	 Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook
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	 HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of resurrection hope:  you call us to new life in Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep.  
As you feed, protect, and lead us, so also send us in faithful service to feed the hungry, heal the 
injured, and rescue the lost—all for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

Please sit.
FIRST READING  Acts 2:42-47 

The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers.
Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions 
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much 
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to 
their number those who were being saved.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23
The choir sings the antiphon, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want,” before and after the 
psalm. The choir and congregation alternate in the singing of the psalm verses, beginning with the choir.

The Lord | is my shepherd;
	 I shall not | be in want.
The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures
	 and leads me be- | side still waters.
You restore my | soul, O Lord,
	 and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
	 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
	 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
	 and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.

SECOND READING  1 Peter 2:19-25 
It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. If 
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you 
do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 
For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of 
your souls.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please rise.
	 GOSPEL PROCESSION

Choir: Jesus says, I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.

GOSPEL  John 10:1-10
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by 
me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.
SERMON

Please rise.
#502 	 HYMN OF THE DAY  The King of Love My Shepherd Is

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. 
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL

Please sit. 
OFFERING  All We Like Sheep from Messiah | Georg Frideric Handel (1685-1759)

All we like sheep have gone astray. 
We have turned every one to his own Way. 
And the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy… until he comes.

Remembering, therefore… now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ (bread) 
in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may be 
received by drinking from the first chalice or by dipping the bread (intinction) into the chalice. Gluten-free 
bread is available on request.

Please sit.
LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  God’s Time Is Always Best from Cantata #106 | J. S. Bach; arr. John Behnke 

#619	 COMMUNION HYMN  I Know That My Redeemer Lives!

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making 
us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

#544	 RECESSIONAL HYMN   Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE  Sortie on “Old Hundredth” | Piet Post
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TODAY  
FROM THE LIFE  
OF THE CHURCH

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006456. 
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710. 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Beloved, you have today put on 
Christ and march under our direction, 
you are raised up by the word of God, 
like a fish on a hook, from the ocean 
of the world. With us normal life is 
transformed, for fish die as soon as 
they are taken from the seas of this 
life and we sinners although dead 
return to life.

As long as we were in the world 
we remained in the depths and our 
life was submerged in the mire. But 
since we have been rescued from the 
waters we have begun to see the sun, 
we have commenced to look on the 
true light. We cry, I say, to the Lord, 
and let us interpret the profound 
mysteries of the scripture by other 
witnesses of the scripture. Everything 
which we cannot discover in the 
abyss of the Old Testament we will 
find revealed in the New in the roar of 
God’s cataracts, that is to say in God’s 
prophets and apostles. All the lofty 
wastes of the Lord, the seas and the 
impetuous rivers which gladden the 
city of God, have been broken under 
us in Christ Jesus, to whom be glory 
and power for ever and ever.

“A homily to the newly baptized” 
Jerome (340–420) 

Altar flowers are given by Parroquia Luterana Santa María in thanksgiving for their 
10th anniversary.


