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Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE  At Eastertide | Charles V. Stanford (1852–1924)

GATHERING

Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS	

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.	

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#368	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN   With High Delight Let Us Unite

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays 
in Grainger Hall parking ramp, one 
block east of the church, off Brooks 
Street. For closer access, parking 
is available in the garage under the 
church off Conklin Place alley.

REUSE & RECYCLE BULLETINS 
Please return your bulletin to the 
basket in the narthex after the 
early service or recycle in the blue 
recycle bin after the late service. 

HYMNAL 
The red hymnal in the pew in front 
of you contains much of the music 
used in this service. Page numbers 
are in the front part of the hymnal 
on the bottom of the page, while 
hymns are found towards the rear 
of the hymnal.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in the 
nave. Ushers can provide hearing 
assistance and a wheelchair, if 
needed. Prayer shawls are available 
in the narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome 
in worship. Changing tables are 
located in the restrooms. A staffed 
nursery is available Sundays 9 am–
noon.

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, or 
want to learn more:

•	 Please fill out a pew card and 
place in the offering plate

•	 Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook
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	 HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes 
of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD

Please sit.
FIRST READING  Acts 2:14a, 36–41 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Therefore let the entire 
house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were 
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:1–4, 12–19
The choir sings the antiphon, “I will call on the name of the Lord,” before and after the psalm. The choir 
and congregation alternate in the singing of the psalm verses, beginning with the choir.

I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice,
	 and listened to my | supplication,
for the Lord has given | ear to me
	 whenev- | er I called.
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
	 I came to | grief and sorrow.
Then I called upon the name | of the Lord:
	 “O Lord, I pray you, | save my life.” 
How shall I re- | pay the Lord
	 for all the good things God has | done for me?
I will lift the cup | of salvation
	 and call on the name | of the Lord.
I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord
	 in the presence of | all God’s people.
Precious in your | sight, O Lord,
	 is the death | of your servants.
O Lord, truly I | am your servant;
	 I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me |  
	 from my bonds.
I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving
	 and call upon the name | of the Lord. 
I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord
	 in the presence of | all God’s people, 
in the courts of | the Lord’s house,
	 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING  1 Peter 1:17–23 
If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in fear 
during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited 
from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the 
world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God.
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine 
mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of 
perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
	 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Choir:  Our hearts burn within us while he opens the scriptures.

GOSPEL  Luke 24:13–35
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now on that same day two disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 
these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests 
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that 
he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, 
“Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was 
it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all 
the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 
But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 
nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, 
and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 
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while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they 
told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of 
the bread. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.
SERMON

Please rise.
#374 	 HYMN OF THE DAY  Day of Arising

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. 
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL

Please sit. 
OFFERING  Abendlied | Josef Rheinberger

Bleib bei uns, denn es will Abend werden	 Bide with us, for evening shadows darken,
Und der Tag hat sich geneiget		  And the day will soon be over, soon be over,
Bleib bei uns, denn es will Abend werden	 O bide with us, for evening shadows darken,

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



6 7

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy… until he comes.

Remembering, therefore… now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ (bread) 
in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may be 
received by drinking from the first chalice or by dipping the bread (intinction) into the chalice. Gluten-free 
bread is available on request.

Please sit.
LAMB OF GOD

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  
Heut triumphieret Gottes Sohn (BWV 630) | Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Erstanden Ist der Heilige Christ (BWV 628) 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
#658	 O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts
#468	 Around You, O Lord Jesus

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

#382	 RECESSIONAL HYMN   Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE  Finale from St. Wilfrid’s Suite | Andrew Carter (1939–2026)
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TODAY  
FROM THE LIFE  
OF THE CHURCH

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006456. 
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710. 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Altar flowers are given by Sue Bangert & Mike Hammers in thanksgiving 
for their 40th wedding anniversary.

Jesus Christ stands between the lover 
and the others he or she loves. I do not 
know in advance what love of others 
means on the basis of the general idea 
of love that grows out of my human 
desires — all this may rather be hatred 
and an insidious kind of selfishness in 
the eyes of Christ. What love is, only 
Christ tells in his Word. Contrary to 
all my own opinions and convictions, 
Jesus Christ will tell me what love 
toward my brother and sister really 
is. Therefore, spiritual love is bound 
solely to the Words of Jesus Christ. 
Where Christ bids me to maintain 
fellowship for the sake of love, I will 
maintain it. Where his truth enjoins me 
to dissolve a fellowship for my love’s 
sake, there I will dissolve it, despite all 
the protests of my self-centered love. 
Because spiritual love does not desire 
but rather serves, it loves an enemy as 
a brother of sister. It originates neither 
in the brother or sister nor in the 
enemy but in Christ and his Word. Self-
centered love can never understand 
spiritual love, for spiritual love is from 
above; it is something completely 
strange, new, and incomprehensible to 
all earthly love.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906–1945) 


