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Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE  Selections from Water Music Suite | G.F. Handel

GATHERING

Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS	

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.	

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#363	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays 
in Grainger Hall parking ramp, one 
block east of the church, off Brooks 
Street. For closer access, parking 
is available in the garage under the 
church off Conklin Place alley.

REUSE & RECYCLE BULLETINS 
Please return your bulletin to the 
basket in the narthex after the 
early service or recycle in the blue 
recycle bin after the late service. 

HYMNAL 
The red hymnal in the pew in front 
of you contains much of the music 
used in this service. Page numbers 
are in the front part of the hymnal 
on the bottom of the page, while 
hymns are found towards the rear 
of the hymnal.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in the 
nave. Ushers can provide hearing 
assistance and a wheelchair, if 
needed. Prayer shawls are available 
in the narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome 
in worship. Changing tables are 
located in the restrooms. A staffed 
nursery is available Sundays 9 am–
noon.

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, or 
want to learn more:

•	 Please fill out a pew card and 
place in the offering plate

•	 Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook
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	 HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, 
may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD
Please sit.
FIRST READING  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Israelites, 
listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, 
wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know this man, 
handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having released him from 
the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says 
concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be 
shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have 
made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David 
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 
experience corruption.’
“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 16
The choir sings the antiphon, “In your presence there is fullness of joy,” before and after the psalm. The 
choir and congregation alternate in the singing of the psalm verses, beginning with the choir.

Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
	 I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
	 upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
But those who run after | other gods
	 shall have their troubles | multiplied.
I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
	 never take their names up- | on my lips. 
O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;
	 it is you who up- | hold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
	 indeed, I have a | rich inheritance.
I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel;
	 my heart teaches me night | after night.
I have set the Lord al- | ways before me;
	 because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. 
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
	 my body also shall | rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
	 nor let your holy one | see the pit.
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You will show me the | path of life;
	 in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.

SECOND READING  1 Peter 1:3-9 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you 
have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
#386	 GOSPEL PROCESSION  O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing  (Stanzas 1–2)

GOSPEL  John 20:19-31
Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.”
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 
not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

#386	 GOSPEL RECESSION  O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing  (Stanzas 3–4)

Please sit.
SERMON
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Please rise.
#386 	 HYMN OF THE DAY O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing  (Stanzas 5–9)

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. 
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.
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MEAL

Please sit. 
OFFERING  I Know That My Redeemer Liveth from Messiah | Georg Frideric Handel

I know that my Redeemer lives
And that He shall stand
Shall stand
At the latter day
Upon the earth
I know that my Redeemer lives
And that He shall stand
At the latter day
Upon the earth
Upon the earth
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
That has redeemed us to God by His blood
To receive power and riches
And wisdom and strength
And honor and glory and blessing
Blessing and honor and glory and power
Be unto Him that sits on the throne
And unto the Lamb
Forever and ever
Amen

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy… until he comes.

Remembering, therefore… now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ (bread) 
in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may be 
received by drinking from the first chalice or by dipping the bread (intinction) into the chalice. Gluten-free 
bread is available on request.

Please sit.
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
#635	 We Walk by Faith
#361	 The Day of Resurrection!
#369	 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

#384	 RECESSIONAL HYMN  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE  Awake, My Heart, with Gladness | arr. Aaron David Miller
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We cannot love God unless 
we love each other, and to 
love we must know each 
other. We know Him in 
the breaking of bread, and 
we know each other in the 
breaking of bread, and we 
are not alone any more. 
Heaven is a banquet and 
life is a banquet, too, even 
with a crust, where there is 
companionship.

We have all known the 
long loneliness and we 
have learned that the only 
solution is love and that love 
comes with community.

It all happened while we sat 
there talking, and it is still 
going on.

Dorothy Day (1897–1980)

Our thanks to Maggie Stansfield, soprano, Karen Snowberg, trumpet, 
and Ron Nelson, trombone, for sharing their musical gifts this morning.


