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PRELUDE  Glory Be to Jesus | arr. John Behnke (b. 1953)

GATHERING
Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Cleanse me from sin, O Lord, wash me with hyssop branches; cleanse 
me from guilt, and I shall be clean as the new snow. 
Have mercy on me, O my God, according to your great 
compassion.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end.  Amen.

Let us comfess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and 
to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous 
fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive 
me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 
Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, 
and remission of all your sins. Amen.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 
grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on 
me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins. Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#339	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Christ, the Life of All the Living  

Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026 | 10:30 AM

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST 
This service is livestreamed on 
our website at www.luthermem.
org and YouTube. Cameras 
are installed in the nave, and 
worshipers may occasionally be 
visible on this broadcast.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays 
in the Grainger Hall parking ramp, 
one block east of the church, off 
Brooks Street. For closer access, 
parking is available in the garage 
under the church off Conklin 
Place alley.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in the 
nave. Ushers can provide hearing 
assistance and a wheelchair, 
if needed. Prayer shawls are 
available in the narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome 
in worship. Changing tables are 
located in the restrooms. A staffed 
nursery is available Sundays 9–
noon. 

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, 
or want to learn more:

•	 Please fill out a pew card and 
place in the offering plate

•	 Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.
And also with you.	

#160	 TRISAGION  Holy God

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, Christ came into the world to free us from death. Breathe your Spirit upon us and 
raise us to new life, that we might live and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
Please sit. 
FIRST READING  Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and 
cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the 
Lord.”
So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: 
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord when 
I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 130
The choir and congregation alternate in the singing of the psalm verses, beginning with the choir.

Out | of the depths
	 I cry to | you, O Lord;
O Lord, | hear my voice!
	 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
If you were to keep watch | over sins,
	 O Lord, | who could stand?
Yet with you | is forgiveness,
	 in order that you | may be feared. 
I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits;
	 in your word | is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning,
	 more than those who keep watch | for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love;
	 with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption.
For the Lord shall | redeem Israel
	 from | all their sins.

SECOND READING  Romans 8:6-11
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, 
it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, then the 
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
	 GOSPEL  

Choir:  I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me will never die.

GOSPEL  John 11:1-45
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary 
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 
he was.
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Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see 
the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” After 
saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.”
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in 
the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.”
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?”
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that 
if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”
Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in 
him.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.
SERMON
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Please rise.
#666	 HYMN OF THE DAY  What Wondrous Love Is This

Please turn and face the baptismal font at the rear of the nave.
P. 227	 SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL

Please sit. 
OFFERING   If You but Trust in God to Guide You | arr. Kevin McChesney (b. 1963)

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.   
Amen.

 	 GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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 	 SANCTUS  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
We give you thanks, Father… both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
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Please sit. 
AGNUS DEI  

THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ (bread) 
in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may be 
received by drinking from the first chalice or by dipping the bread (intinction) into the chalice. Gluten-free 
bread is available on request.
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MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  Jesus Christ Our Lord Most Holy | Mark Sedio (b. 1954)
Jesus Christ, our Lord most holy,
Lamb of God so pure and holy,
Blameless, blameless, on the cross art offered.
Sinless, sinless, for our sins hast suffered.
Lamb of God, most holy, who on the cross did suffer.
Patient, meek, and lowly, for our salvation offered.
You died our guilt to banish that none in sin need perish!
Have mercy on us, O Jesus!
See the Lamb by all forsaken
On himself our sins has taken.
Wonder that our Lord should suffer.
For our sins the Lamb is offered,
for the world our Savior suffers
Thanks we give and adoration for this gift of love.
O most glorious consolation, Jesus Christ, our salvation,
For us, Jesus, the Lamb of God, our Savior, suffers and dies.
Jesus, by your incarnation, bitter suffering, death and passion
You have freed us from all condemnation.
Praise we offer, God of our salvation!

#629	 COMMUNION HYMN  Abide with Me

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
#811	 RECESSIONAL HYMN  On My Heart Imprint Your Image

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Fanfare | Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988)
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The Lenten Prayer of 
St. Ephrem the Syrian

Of all Lenten hymns and prayers, one 
short prayer can be termed the Lenten 
prayer. Tradition ascribes it to one of 
the great teachers of spritual life, St. 
Ephraim the Syrian. 

O Lord and Master of my life! 
Take from me the spirit of sloth, 
faintheartedness, lust of power and 
idle talk. But give rather the spirit 
of chastity, humility, patience and 
love to your servant. Yea O Lord 
and King! Grant me to see my own 
errors and not to judge my brothers 
and sisters; for you are blessed unto 
ages of ages.  Amen.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006456. 
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710. 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Baptized today is Vienna Lee Benzine, child of Kelsey & Tyler Benzine.

Recently the ELCA switched to the NRSVue translation of the bible. That translation is 
printed in this bulletin. However, our lectionary book that we read from during worship 
is the older NRSV translation. The ELCA is in process to publish a new lectionary book. 
Until then, you may notice some differences between what is printed and what is spoken 
during worship.


