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Holy Communion
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2025 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE  Allein Gott in der Höh sei Her (All Glory Be to God on High
BWV 676 | Georg Böhm                            

GATHERING

Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#645	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Christ is Made the Sure Foundation   

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in 
the nave.

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST 
This service is livestreamed 
on our website at www.
luthermem.org and YouTube. 
Cameras are installed in the 
nave, and worshipers may 
occasionally be visible on this 
broadcast.

PARKING 
Free parking is available 
Sundays in the Grainger Hall 
parking ramp, one block east 
of the church, off Brooks 
Street. For closer access, 
parking is available in the 
garage under the church off 
Conklin Place alley.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in 
the nave. Ushers can provide 
hearing assistance and a 
wheelchair, if needed. Prayer 
shawls are available in the 
narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are 
welcome in worship. Changing 
tables are located in the 
restrooms. A staffed nursery is 
available Sundays 9–11:45 am. 

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to 
call, or want to learn more:

•	 Please fill out a pew card 
and place in the offering 
plate

•	 Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or 
Facebook
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#410	 GLORIA  All Glory Be to God on High

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it 
is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it 
is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

Please sit. 
FIRST READING  Jeremiah 31:31–34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46
Verses sung by choir; refrain sung by all.

1 God is our refuge and strength,
	 a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
	 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3 though its waters rage and foam,
	 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
Refrain: (Sung by all)

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
	 the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
	 God shall help it at the break of day.
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6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
	 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
Refrain sung by all

7 The Lord of hosts is with us;
	 the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
	 what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
	 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God;
	 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
Refrain sung by all

11 The Lord of hosts is with us;
	 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Refrain sung by all     

SECOND READING  Romans 3:19–28
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human 
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 
knowledge of sin.
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law 
and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 
it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has 
faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law 
of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
#517	 GOSPEL PROCESSION  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  (Stanzas 1 & 2)

GOSPEL  John 8:31–36
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, 
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave 
does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

#517	 GOSPEL RECESSION  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  (Stanza 3)

Please sit.
SERMON

Please rise.
#652	 HYMN OF THE DAY  Built on a Rock 

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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PRESENTATION OF BIBLES

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL

Please sit. 
OFFERING  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty | Hugo Distler

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

 	 GREAT THANKSGIVING  

#868	 SANCTUS Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son…  
…all honor and glory are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both 
now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Please sit.  
#196	 AGNUS DEI  O Christ, Lamb of God

THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ 
(bread*) in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may 
be received in any of three ways: by drinking from the first chalice, by dipping the bread (intinction) into 
the chalice or by drinking from an individual glass poured from a second chalice.  
*Gluten-free bread is available on request.	
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	 COMMUNION HYMNS  
#654	 The Church’s One Foundation
#729	 The Church of Christ, in Every Age

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. 
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
#503	 RECESSIONAL HYMN  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Praeludium: Fuga “Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott” | Christlieb Siegmund Binder



SERVING TODAY

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456. Hymns reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-703710. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Luther Memorial Church    1021 University Avenue    Madison, Wis. 53715
www.luthermem.org

PRESIDER   	 Pastor Brad Pohlman

PREACHER  	 Pastor John Worzala Dumke

ORGANIST	 Andrew Schaeffer

TRUMPET	 Laura McGuire

ACOLYTES	 Hattie Thiele, Luke Szczykutowicz	

ASSISTING MINISTER	 Mary Jean Huston	

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS	 Derren Slinde, Michael Bradley, George Alexander

CRUCIFER	 Corbin Slinde

LECTOR	 Bonnie Gruber	

SACRISTAN	 Cynthia Vander Woude

AUDIO  	 David Heins

VIDEO 	 Lee Powell

HEAD USHER	 Eric Oelkers	

USHERS	 Casey Oelkers, Dylan Oelkers, Kendall Oelkers 

TODAY  
FROM THE LIFE  
OF THE CHURCH

To make the way smoother for the 
unlearned—for only them do I serve— 
I shall set down the following two 
propositions concerning the freedom 
and the bondage of the spirit:

A Christian is a perfectly free lord 
of all, subject to none.

A Christian is a perfectly dutiful 
servant of all, subject to all.

These two theses seem to contradict 
each other. If, however, they should 
be found to fit together they would 
serve our purpose beautifully. Both 
are Paul’s own statements, who says 
in 1 Cor. 9, “For though I am free 
from all men, I have made myself a 
slave to all,” and in Rom. 13, “Owe 
no one anything, except to love one 
another.” Love by its very nature is 
ready to serve and be subject to him 
who is loved. So Christ, although he 
was Lord of all, was “born of woman, 
born under the law” (Gal.  4:4), and 
therefore was at the same time a free 
man and a servant, “in the form of 
God” and “of a servant” (Phil. 2:6–7).

Martin Luther (1483–1546) 
“The Freedom of a Christian” (1520)

Notes on today’s liturgy
In honor of Reformation Sunday, we are using an English translation of Martin Luther’s 
“Deutsche Messe” that was published in 1526. Luther’s setting substituted the regular 
chants of the Roman liturgy with hymns in the vernacular as to better make God’s 
Word more intelligible to his German-speaking congregation.

Altar flowers are given by Mary Jean Huston in memory of her mother Ruth Kosanke 
Huston.

Presentation of bibles to our 3-year-olds and 2nd graders is part of the congregation’s 
promise to walk with our young people in their baptismal journey.


