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Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST 
This service is livestreamed on 
our website at www.luthermem.
org and YouTube. Cameras 
are installed in the nave, and 
worshipers may occasionally be 
visible on this broadcast.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays 
in the Grainger Hall parking 
ramp, one block east of the 
church, off Brooks Street. For 
closer access, parking is available 
in the garage under the church 
off Conklin Place alley.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in 
the nave. Ushers can provide 
hearing assistance and a 
wheelchair, if needed. Prayer 
shawls are available in the 
narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome 
in worship. Changing tables are 
located in the restrooms. The 
nursery is open but unstaffed 
today.  

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, 
or want to learn more:

•	 Please fill out a pew card 
and place in the offering 
plate

•	 Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook

Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2025 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE  Chorale Prelude on “Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele” 
(BWV 654) | Johann Sebastian Bach

GATHERING

Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power 
of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.	

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#558	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Lord God, We Praise You

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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GLORIA  

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the light and life of your church. Open 
our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you 
appear, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

Please sit. 
FIRST READING  Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give 
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, 
“You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the 
Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your 
heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to 
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord, and 
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 33:12-22
Sung responsively.

Happy is the nation whose God | is the Lord!
	 Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage!
The Lord looks | down from heaven,
	 and sees all | humankind.
God sits firmly en- | throned and watches
	 all who dwell | on the earth.
God fashions | all their hearts
	 and observes | all their deeds. 
A king is not saved by the size | of the army,
	 nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength.
The horse gives vain | hope for victory;
	 despite its great strength it | cannot save.
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O Lord,
	 upon those who wait for your | steadfast love,
to deliver their | lives from death,
	 and to keep them alive in | time of famine. 
Our innermost being waits for | you, O Lord,
	 our helper | and our shield.
Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you,
	 for in your holy name we | put our trust.
Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, | be upon us,
	 even as we place our | hope in you.  

SECOND READING  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith 
our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word 
of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the 
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as 
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw 
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth,  for 
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been 
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But 
as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
	 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL  Luke 12:32-40
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, 
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to 
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes 
and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell 
you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 
If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those 
slaves.
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please sit.
SERMON

Please rise.
#418 	 HYMN OF THE DAY  Rejoice in God’s Saints

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
	 he descended to the dead. 
	 On the third day he rose again; 
	 he ascended into heaven, 
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 the holy catholic Church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. 
	 Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL

Please sit. 
OFFERING  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say | Words by Horatius Bonar, Music by Thomas Tallis
This hymn can be found in the hymnal #332.

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.
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 	 GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 	 PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy… until he comes.

Remembering, therefore… now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Please sit. 
AGNUS DEI
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THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ 
(bread*) in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may 
be received in any of three ways: by drinking from the first chalice, by dipping the bread (intinction) into 
the chalice, or by drinking from an individual glass poured from a second chalice. Gluten-free bread is 
available on request.

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  Chorale Prelude on “Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele” | Johann
Gottfried Walther

#488	 COMMUNION HYMN  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. 
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
#881	 RECESSIONAL HYMN Let All Things Now Living   

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  Fantasia in C-Major (BWV 570) | Johann Sebastian Bach
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TODAY  
FROM THE LIFE  
OF THE CHURCH

Altar flowers are given by Amy Grunewald Mattison and Ryan Mattison in thanksgiving 
for their 22nd wedding anniversary.

Today we remember the inurnments of Clifford Johnson and Blanche Anderson in the 
LM columbarium. The congregation is invited to visit the columbarium and read their 
pages in the memory books.

Director of Music Andrew Schaeffer is away on sabbatical until Monday, August 25. 

It takes all sorts to make a world; 
or a church. This may be even 
truer of a church. If grace perfects 
nature it must expand all our 
natures into the full richness of 
the diversity which God intended 
when He made then, and Heaven 
will display far more variety than 
Hell. “One fold” doesn’t mean 
“one pool.” Cultivated roses and 
daffodils are no more alike than 
wild roses and daffodils. What 
pleased me most about a Greek 
Orthodox mass I once attended 
was that there seemed to be no 
prescribed behaviour for the 
congregation. Some stood, some 
knelt, some sat, some walked; 
one crawled about the floor like 
a caterpillar. And the beauty of it 
was that nobody took the slightest 
notice of what anyone else 
was doing. I wish we Anglicans 
would follow their example. One 
meets people who are perturbed 
because some in the next pew 
does, or does not, cross himself. 
They oughtn’t even to have seen, 
let alone censured. “Who art thou 
that judgest Another’s servant?”

C. S. Lewis (1898–1963) 
Letters to Malcom: Chiefly on Prayer


