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PRELUDE  Seven Versets on the Magnificat | Scott Hyslop 

GATHERING

Please turn and face the baptismal font at the rear of the nave.
P. 227 SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#257 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Stanzas 1 & 2 sung by all; stanza 3 organ; stanza 4 sung by low voices; 
stanza 5 sung by high voices; stanzas 6-8  sung by all   

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE 

Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
4 ADVENT

SUNDAY, DEC. 22, 2024 | 10:30 AM

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST 
This service is livestreamed on our 
website at www.luthermem.org 
and YouTube. Cameras are installed 
in the nave, and worshipers may 
occasionally be visible on this 
broadcast.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays in 
the Grainger Hall parking ramp, one 
block east of the church, off Brooks 
Street. For closer access, parking 
is available in the garage under the 
church off Conklin Place alley.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in the 
nave. Ushers can provide hearing 
assistance and a wheelchair, if 
needed. Prayer shawls are available 
in the narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome in 
worship. Changing tables are located 
in the restrooms. A staffed nursery 
is available Sundays 9–11:45 am. 

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, or 
want to learn more:

• Please fill out a pew card and 
place in the offering plate

• Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the 
sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
Please sit. 
FIRST READING  Micah 5:2–5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore 
he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his 
kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength 
of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM Luke 1:46b–55  (Setting by Peter R. Hallock)

Antiphon  (Sung once by the choir, then by all)
Choir: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
 My spirit rejoices in God my Savior; 
 For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
 From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 The Almighty has done great things for me, 
 And holy is his Name.
All sing the antiphon.

Choir: He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 
 He has shown the strength of his arm, 
 He has scattered the proud in their conceit.
All sing the antiphon.

Choir: He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
 And has lifted up the lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, 
 And the rich he has sent away empty.
All sing the antiphon.

Choir: He has come to the help of his servant Israel, 
 For he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
 The promise he has made to our fathers, 
 To Abraham and his children forever.
All sing the antiphon.

SECOND READING  Hebrews 10:5–10 
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not 
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken 
no pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it 
is written of me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then 
he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 
And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
 GOSPEL

Choir: Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.
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GOSPEL  Luke 1:39–55
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with 
a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound 
of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies 
the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of 
his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation 
to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has 
filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and 
to his descendants forever.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.
SERMON

Please rise.
#266  HYMN OF THE DAY  All Earth Is Hopeful

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL
Please sit. 
OFFERING  Nova! Nova! | Iain Farrington

Gabriel of high degree,
He came down from Trinity,
To Nazareth in Galilee,
Nova! Nova!
He met a maiden in a place,
He kneeled down before her face.
He said, ‘Hail, Mary, full of grace!’
Nova! Nova!
When the maid heard tell of this
She was full sore abashed she-wys,
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Asked what she had done amiss.
Nova! Nova!
Then said the angel, ‘Dread not you,
You shall conceive in all vertue
A Child whose name shall be Jesu.’
Nova! Nova!
Then said the maiden verily:
‘I am your servant truly,
Ecce ancilla Domini!’

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

  GREAT THANKSGIVING  

  SANCTUS  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life…  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

With this bread and cup… We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit… Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER  
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Please sit. 
AGNUS DEI  

THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ (bread) 
in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may be 
received in any of three ways: by drinking from the first chalice, by dipping the bread (intinction) into 
the chalice, or by drinking from an individual glass poured from the second chalice. Gluten-free bread is 
available on request.
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MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  Rejoice, O Jerusalem, Behold Thy King Cometh | Healey Willan
The night is far-spent, the day is at hand! Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armor of light! Behold, the Lord shall come, and all His saints with Him, and in that 
day the light shall be great! Rejoice, O Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh! Alleluia!

COMMUNION HYMNS  
#263 Savior of the Nations, Come
#265 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. 
By your spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
#248 RECESSIONAL HYMN  People, Look East! 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Toccata on ‘Veni Emmanuel’ | Andrew Carter
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FROM THE LIFE  
OF THE CHURCH

SERVING TODAY

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456. Hymns reprinted by permission under One-
License.net #A-703710. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

PRESIDER Pastor John Worzala Dumke

PREACHER Pastor Brad Pohlman

ORGANIST Andrew Schaeffer

ACOLYTES Abrielle Shirek, Berkeley Worzala Dumke  

ASSISTING MINISTER Surya Blasiole

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Phyllis Pleuss, Helen Hartman, John Pleuss

CRUCIFER Bruce Curtis

LECTOR Bonnie Gruber

SACRISTAN Mary Powell

AUDIO  David Heins

VIDEO  Lee Powell

HEAD USHER Eric Oelkers  

USHERS Casey Oelkers, Dylan Oelkers, Kendall Oelkers

We welcome Dahlia Cannon, child of Russell & Shannon Cannon, into our congregation 
through the sacrament of Holy Baptism.

Should God speak, you must be 
silent; should He enter, created 
things must give way. When our 
Lord entered Egypt, [Mt. 2:13–15] 
all the idols crashed to the ground; 
those are our false gods, everything 
that hinders the immediate 
generation of the divine Word in 
the soul, however good and holy it 
may seem. Our Lord tells us that he 
had come to bring a sword to cut off 
all that clings to man, even mother, 
sister, and brother. For that with 
which you keep intimate company 
without God, that is hostile to you. 
The multiplicity of images conceals 
the divine Word and prevents its 
birth in you, although the inner 
stillness may not be entirely 
removed. Though it may somtimes 
desert you, it should nevertheless 
become a fertile ground for the 
divine birth. Cherish this deep 
silence within, nourish it frequently, 
so that it may become a habit, 
and by becoming a habit, a mighty 
possession… It is a habit which 
creates skill. May God help us to 
prepare a dwelling place for Christ’s 
noble birth, so that we may all attain 
spiritual motherhood.

Johannes Tauler (1300–1361)


