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Holy Communion
PENTECOST 16

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2024 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE  Partita on Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now | Georg Böhm                             

GATHERING

Please rise.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. 

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#527 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now  

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in 
the nave.

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST 
This service is livestreamed 
on our website at www.
luthermem.org and YouTube. 
Cameras are installed in the 
nave, and worshipers may 
occasionally be visible on this 
broadcast.

PARKING 
Free parking is available 
Sundays in the Grainger Hall 
parking ramp, one block east 
of the church, off Brooks 
Street. For closer access, 
parking is available in the 
garage under the church off 
Conklin Place alley.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in 
the nave. Ushers can provide 
hearing assistance and a 
wheelchair, if needed. Prayer 
shawls are available in the 
narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are 
welcome in worship. Changing 
tables are located in the 
restrooms. A staffed nursery 
is available Sundays 9:15–
11:45 am. 

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to 
call, or want to learn more:

• Please fill out a pew card 
and place in the offering 
plate

• Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or 
Facebook
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Gracious God, you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to the power of your 
presence, and make us ready to proclaim your promises, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

WORD

Please sit. 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 35:4–7a

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in 
the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 146
The choir sings the antiphon, “I will praise the Lord as long as I live,” before and after the psalm. The 
choir and congregation alternate in the singing of the psalm verses, beginning with the choir. 

Hal- | lelujah!
 Praise the Lord, | O my soul!
I will praise the Lord as long | as I live;
 I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
Put not your | trust in rulers,
 in mortals in whom there | is no help.
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When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
 and in that day | their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
 whose hope is in the | Lord their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
 who keeps promis- | es forever;
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
 The Lord sets the | captive free.
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down;
 the Lord | loves the righteous.
The Lord cares | for the stranger;
 the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
The Lord shall | reign forever,*
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING  James 2:1–17
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if 
a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, 
“Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to 
be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But 
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into 
court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for 
all of it. For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” 
Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be 
without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good 
of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise.
 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Choir:  Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!
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GOSPEL  Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 
him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without 
washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market 
unless they wash it and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, 
pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not 
live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah 
prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand:  there 
is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what 
defile.”
For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 
adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things 
come from within, and they defile a person.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.
SERMON

Please rise.
#716 HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL

Please sit. 
OFFERING  Rejoice in the Lord alway | Anonymous

Rejoice in the Lord alway,
and again I say, rejoice.
Let your softness be known unto all men:
the Lord is at hand.
Be careful for nothing:
but in all prayer and supplication,
let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks.
And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesu. Amen.

Please rise.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

  GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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  SANCTUS 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy… until he comes.

Remembering, therefore… now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER  
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Please sit.  
AGNUS DEI

THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ 
(bread*) in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may 
be received in any of three ways: by drinking from the first chalice, by dipping the bread (intinction) into 
the chalice or by drinking from an individual glass poured from a second chalice.  
*Gluten-free bread is available on request. 
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MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  Adoro te devote | arr. Charles Callahan

#510 COMMUNION HYMN  Word of God, Come Down on Earth

Please rise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. 
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
#537 RECESSIONAL HYMN  On Our Way Rejoicing

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Lied to the Sun from Lied Symphony | Flor Peeters
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SERVING TODAY

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net 
#A-703710. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Luther Memorial Church    1021 University Avenue    Madison, Wis. 53715
www.luthermem.org

PRESIDER    Pastor John Worzala Dumke

PREACHER   Pastor Brad Pohlman

ORGANIST Andrew Schaeffer

ACOLYTES Kole Consigny, Alice Blackmore 

ASSISTING MINISTER Mary Jean Huston 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Helen Hartman, Daniel David, Panka McGuire

CRUCIFER Brandon Metzler

LECTOR Kelly Olson 

SACRISTAN Randy Raasch

AUDIO   David Heins

VIDEO  Lee Powell

HEAD USHER Jeff Van Fleet 

USHERS Derren Slinde, Corbin Slinde, Phyllis Pleuss 

TODAY  
FROM THE LIFE  
OF THE CHURCH

Our thanks to Rebecca Sawyer, French horn, for playing this morning.

Lord, you know better than I know 
myself that I am growing older and 
will some day be old. Keep me from 
getting talkative, particularly from the 
fatal habit of thinking that I must say 
something on every subject and on 
every occasion.

Release me from craving to straighten 
out everybody’s affairs. Keep my mind 
from the recital of endless details—
give me wings to come to the point.

I ask for grace enough to listen to the 
tales of others’ pains. But seal my lips 
on my own aches and pains—they are 
increasing, and my love of rehearsing 
them is becoming sweeter as the 
years go by. Help me to endure them 
with patience.

I dare not ask for improved memory, 
but for a growing humility and a 
lessening cocksureness when my 
memory seems to clash with the 
memories of others.

Teach me the glorious lesson that 
occasionally it is possible that I may 
be mistaken.

Keep me reasonably sweet. I do not 
want to be a saint—some of them are 
so hard to live with—but a sour old 
woman is one of the crowning works 
of the devil.

Give me the ability to see good things 
in unexpected places, and talents in 
unexpected people. And give me, O 
Lord, the grace to tell them so.

Make me thoughtful, but not moody; 
helpful, but not bossy. With my vast 
store of wisdom it seems a pity not 
to use it all, but you know, Lord, that I 
want a few friends at the end. Amen.

Anonymous seventeenth-century nun


