Welcome!

Please silence your cell phone in
the nave.

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST
This service is livestreamed
on our website at www.
luthermem.org and YouTube.
Cameras are installed in the
nave, and worshipers may
occasionally be visible on this
broadcast.

PARKING

Free parking is available
Sundays in the Grainger Hall
parking ramp, one block east of
the church, off Brooks Street.
For closer access, parking is
available in the garage under
the church off Conklin Place
alley.

RESOURCES

T-coil audio is available in
the nave. Ushers can provide
hearing assistance and a
wheelchair, if needed. Prayer
shawls are available in the
narthex.

CHILDCARE

Infants and children are
welcome in worship. Changing
tables are located in the
restrooms. The nursery is open
but unstaffed today.

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to
call, or want to learn more:
¢ Please fill out a pew card
and place in the offering
plate
¢ Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or
Facebook

Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion

PENTECOST 4
SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2024 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE The Peace may be exchanged from Rubrics | Dan Locklair
GATHERING

Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the t Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power

of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the t Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#533 PROCESSIONAL HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and
nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.



WORD

Please sit.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I
will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and
lofty mountain.

On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will
nest winged creatures of every kind.

All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I bring low the high tree, I make high the
low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the Lord have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15

The antiphon is sung first by the choir and then by all.
Antiphon
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It is a good thing to give thanks | to the Lord,
to sing praise to your name, | O Most High;
to herald your love | in the morning
and your faithful- | ness at night;
on the psaltery, and | on the lyre,
and to the melody | of the harp.
For you have made me glad by your | acts, O Lord;
and I shout for joy because of the works | of your hands.
The righteous shall flourish | like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a ce- | dar of Lebanon.
Those who are planted in the house | of the Lord
shall flourish in the courts | of our God;
they shall still bear fruit | in old age;
they shall be | green and succulent;
that they may show how up- | right the Lord is,
my rock, in whom there is | no injustice.

The antiphon is sung by all.



SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-17
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we
make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are

well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you
may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are
beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges
us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for
all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised
for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Choir: Welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls..

GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,and would
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for
it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak
to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Please sit.
SERMON

Please stand.
#330 HYMN OF THE DAY Seed That in Earth Is Dying

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL

Please sit.
OFFERING Song of the Mustard Seed | Hal Hopson

Please stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy... until he comes.
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LORD’S PRAYER
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

THE COMMUNION

All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ
(bread*) in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may
be received in any of three ways: by drinking from the first chalice, by dipping the bread (intinction) into
the chalice, or by drinking from an individual glass poured from a second chalice.

*Gluten-free bread is available on request.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
This Is My Father’s World

Please stand.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son.
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, t Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
RECESSIONAL HYMN On What Has Now Been Sown

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty | Paul Manz
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TODAY
FROM THE LIFE
OF THE CHURCH

[Writing in a period when many
European intellectuals were
suspicious of prayer] One of the
wonderful characteristics of the
Lord’s Prayer is that it is so worded
that those of little faith can pray

it, too. Christ knew the conditions
of the human soul; he does not
crush the bent reed; he does not
extinguish the smoldering candle-
wick. As a mother does not take
her love from a child because it
cannot yet call her mother, so Christ
does not withdraw his salvation
from the soul because it does not
yet have understanding enough to
give him the name of Saviour. If one
who is of little faith entrusts himself
confidently to the Lord’s Prayer, so
that it enters into his life and way

of thought, faith will grow so that

at last it will come to pass that the
Christian faith begins to live its
whole fullness in his soul.

Ditlev Gothard Monrad
(1811 - 1887)

SERVING TODAY

PRESIDER & PREACHER Pastor Brad Pohlman
ORGANIST Andrew Scheffer
ASSISTING MINISTER Mary Jean Huston

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Kris Gruber-Twardy, Alan Larson, Judy Braham, Rolf Wulfsberg

CRUCIFER Brian Uphoff

LECTOR Michael Bradley
SACRISTAN Deb Raasch

AUDIO Bill Braham

VIDEO Lee Powell

USHERS Bob Uphoff, Chris Uphoff

Altar flowers are given by Bob & Marsha Steffen in honor of their 53rd wedding
anniversary and Marsha's 77th birthday, and by Woody Klipp in honor of Jeffrey &
Michelle Kaether on their first wedding anniversary (June 17, 2024).

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456. Hymns reprinted by permission under
OnelLicense.net #A-703710. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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