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Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2024 | 10:30 AM

PRELUDE  Brother James’ Air | Searle Wright

GATHERING
Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power 
of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. 

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
#391 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  This Joyful Eastertide  

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST 
This service is livestreamed on 
our website at www.luthermem.
org and YouTube. Cameras 
are installed in the nave, and 
worshipers may occasionally be 
visible on this broadcast.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays 
in the Grainger Hall parking ramp, 
one block east of the church, off 
Brooks Street. For closer access, 
parking is available in the garage 
under the church off Conklin 
Place alley.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in the 
nave. Ushers can provide hearing 
assistance and a wheelchair, 
if needed. Prayer shawls are 
available in the narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome 
in worship. Changing tables are 
located in the restrooms. A staffed 
nursery is available Sundays 
9:15–11:45 am. 

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, 
or want to learn more:

• Please fill out a pew card and 
place in the offering plate

• Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook
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GLORIA

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord Christ, Good Shepherd of the sheep, you find the lost and bring us home. Feed us, 
and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
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WORD

Please sit. 
FIRST READING  Acts 4:5–12

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made 
the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 
this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we 
are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this 
man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it 
has become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

#502 PSALM HYMN The King of Love my Shepherd Is
Stanza 1 sung by all 
Stanzas 2–5 sung by choir; setting by Edward C. Bairstow 
Stanza 6 sung by all

SECOND READING  1 John 3:16–24  
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother 
or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in 
truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts 
before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we 
receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
 GOSPEL PROCESSION  

Choir:  Jesus says, I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.
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GOSPEL  John 10:11–18
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and runs away — and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired 
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And 
I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this 
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes 
it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.
SERMON

Please stand.
#645  HYMN OF THE DAY  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL
Please sit. 
OFFERING

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING  God of Love My Shepherd Is | Gerhard Schroth
The God of love my shepherd is,
and he that doth me feed;
while he is mine and I am his,
what can I want or need?
He leads me to the tender grass,
where I both feed and rest;
then to the streams that gently pass:
in both I have the best.
Or if I stray, he doth convert,
and bring my mind in frame,
and all this not for my desert,
but for his holy name. 
Yea, in death’s shady black abode
well may I walk, not fear;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
to guide, thy staff to bear.
Nay thou dost make me sit and dine,
even in mine enemies sight:
My head with oil my cup with wine
runs over day and night.
Surely thy sweet and wondrous love
shall measure all my days;
and, as it never shall remove,
so neither shall my praise.
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Please stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

  GREAT THANKSGIVING  

  HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy… until he comes.

Remembering, therefore… now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER  
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Please sit. 
LAMB OF GOD  

THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ 
(bread*) in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup; persons unable to drink wine 
are encouraged to abstain from the cup and receive Christ in the bread. The Blood of Christ (wine) may 
be received in any of three ways: by drinking from the first chalice, by dipping the bread (intinction) into 
the chalice, or by drinking from an individual glass poured from a second chalice. Persons unable to 
drink wine are encouraged to abstain from the cup and receive Christ in the bread. 
*Gluten-free bread is available on request.

#764 COMMUNION HYMN  Have No Fear, Little Flock

Please stand.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. 
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
#379 RECESSIONAL HYMN  Now the Green Blade Rises 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace to serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE  Alleluyas | Simon Preston
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SERVING TODAY
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PRESIDER The Rev. David Berggren

PREACHER Pastor Brad Pohlman

ORGANIST Andrew Schaeffer  

ASSISTING MINISTERS Mary Jean Huston

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Rolf Wulfsberg, John Pleuss, Janet Zentner

CRUCIFER Brian Uphoff

LECTOR Paul Brammeier 

SACRISTAN Mary Powell

AUDIO  Bill Braham

VIDEO Lee Powell

HEAD USHER Bob Uphoff

USHERS Chris Uphoff, Jeff Van Fleet

Today we remember the inurnment of Luella Hilston in the LM columbarium. The 
congregation is invited to visit the columbarium and read her page in the memory books.

TODAY  
FROM THE LIFE  
OF THE CHURCH

You must picture me alone in that 
room in Magdalen, night after 
night, feeling, whenever my mind 
lifted even for a second from my 
work, the steady, unrelenting 
approach of Him whom I so 
earnestly desired not to meet. 
That which I greatly feared had 
at last come upon me. In the 
Trinity Term of 1929, I gave in, 
and admitted that God was God, 
and knelt and prayed:  perhaps, 
that night, the most dejected and 
reluctant convert in all England. I 
did not then see what is now the 
most shining and obvious thing; 
the Divine humility which will 
accept a convert even on such 
terms. The Prodigal Son at least 
walked home on his own feet. 
But who can duly adore that Love 
which will open the high gates 
to a prodigal who is brought in 
kicking, struggling, resentful, and 
darting his eyes in every direction 
for a chance of escape? The 
words compelle intrare, compel 
them to come in, have been so 
abused by wicked men that we 
shudder at them; but, properly 
understood, they plumb the 
depth of the Divine mercy. The 
hardness of God is kinder than 
the softness of men, and His 
compulsion is our liberation.

C. S. Lewis  
(1898–1963)


