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Liturgy of the Word 
and the Rite of Christian Burial

† Ellen Sibyl "Holly" Markham †
December 30, 1946 – September 6, 2023

PRELUDE  

GATHERING

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and 
God of all consolation, who comforts us in all our sorrows, so that we can comfort 
others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have received from God.
Thanks be to God.

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #502 The King of Love My Shepherd Is  (Stanzas 1, 2, 4, 6)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister 
Holly. We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us 
faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our 
heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

FAMILY REFLECTION
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WORD

FIRST READING  Isaiah 40:1, 6–11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass 
withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you 
up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the 
cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Lord God comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING  Romans 6:3–5
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL  John 1:1–5, 9–14
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
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accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY #818  O Master, Let Me Walk with You

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMENDATION

COMMENDATION
Let us commend Holly to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Holly. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your 
own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your 
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of 
the saints in light.
Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN #632  O God, Our Help in Ages Past

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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