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Luther Memorial Church

Holy Communion
2 LENT

SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 2023 | 10:30 AM

Welcome!
Please silence your cell phone in the 
nave.

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST 
This service is livestreamed on our 
website at www.luthermem.org 
and YouTube. Cameras are installed 
in the nave, and worshipers may 
occasionally be visible on this 
broadcast.

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays in 
the Grainger Hall parking ramp, one 
block east of the church, off Brooks 
Street. For closer access, parking 
is available in the garage under the 
church off Conklin Place alley.

RESOURCES 
T-coil audio is available in the 
nave. Ushers can provide hearing 
assistance and a wheelchair, if 
needed. Prayer shawls are available 
in the narthex.

CHILDCARE 
Infants and children are welcome in 
worship. Changing tables are located 
in the restrooms. A staffed nursery 
is available Sundays 9:15–11:45 am.

LEARN MORE
If you would like a pastor to call, or 
want to learn more:

•	 Please fill out a pew card and 
place in the offering plate

•	 Visit us online at www.
luthermem.org or Facebook

NEEDS MUSIC

PRELUDE  Sehr langsam from Sonata I for Organ | Paul Hindemith 

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Cleanse me from sin, O Lord, wash me with hyssop branches; 
cleanse me from guilt, and I shall be clean as the new snow. 
Have mercy on me, O my God, according to your great 
compassion.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  
Amen.

Let us comfess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned 
in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by 
my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 
to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. 
Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
forgiveness, and remission of all your sins.  
Amen.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own 
fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 
bring me to everlasting life.  
Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, 
and remission of all your sins. Amen.	
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Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the altar.
	 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Jesus, Refuge of the Weary   

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.
And also with you.

TRISAGION
First time sung by the choir; second time sung by all.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, our Savior, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth. Strengthen our faith 
that by your Spirit we may live and serve you and our neighbor, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

Please sit. 
FIRST READING Genesis 12:1–4a

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you.  I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So 
Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121
The choir and congregation alternate in the singing of the psalm verses, beginning with the choir.

I lift up my eyes | to the hills;*
	 from where is my | help to come?
My help comes | from the Lord,*
	 the maker of heav- | en and earth.
The Lord will not let your | foot be moved*
	 nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.
Behold, the keep- | er of Israel*
	 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; 
the Lord watches | over you;*
	 the Lord is your shade at | your right hand;
the sun will not strike | you by day,*
	 nor the | moon by night.
The Lord will preserve you | from all evil*
	 and will | keep your life.
The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in,*
	 from this time forth for- | evermore. 

SECOND READING  Romans 4:1–5, 13–17
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For 
if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 
For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 
But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness.
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For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”) — in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
GOSPEL 

Choir: The Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

GOSPEL  John 3:1–17
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said 
to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus 
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life.
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life.
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.
SERMON
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Please stand.
#323 	 HYMN OF THE DAY  God Loved the World 

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
	 he descended to the dead. 
	 On the third day he rose again; 
	 he ascended into heaven, 
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 the holy catholic Church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor: Peace be with you.

MEAL

Please sit. 
OFFERING

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING  For God So Loved the World | Hugo Distler

Please stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 
your whole creation.  Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that 
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.
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 	 GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 	 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
We give you thanks, Father… both now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER  
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Please sit. 
LAMB OF GOD  

THE COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ 
(bread*) in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both bread and cup. The Blood of Christ (wine) may 
be received in any of three ways: by drinking from the first chalice, by dipping the bread (intinction) into 
the chalice, or by drinking from an individual glass poured from a second chalice.  
*Gluten-free bread is available on request.

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  Andante from 6 Metamorphoses | Benjamin Britten

#759 	 COMMUNION HYMN  My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Please stand.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. 
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Please turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the font.
#660	 RECESSIONAL HYMN  Lift High the Cross

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Prelude and Fugue in c minor (BWV 549) | Johann Sebastian Bach
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SERVING TODAY

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.
net #A-703710. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Luther Memorial Church    1021 University Avenue    Madison, Wis. 53715
www.luthermem.org

TODAY  
FROM THE LIFE  
OF THE CHURCH PRESIDER	 Pastor John Worzala Dumke

PREACHER	 Pastor Brad Pohlman

ORGANIST	 Andrew Schaeffer

ACOLYTES	 Matilda Niemann, Tamara Gruber

ASSISTING MINISTER	 Carl Anderson

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS	 Phyllis Pleuss, John Pleuss, Karole Leadholm

CRUCIFER	 Paul Brammeier

LECTOR	 Nicole Lane Starr

SACRISTAN	 Karen Harris

AUDIO & VIDEO	 Alex Starr		

USHERS	 Robert & Marsha Steffen, Nicole Lane Starr,  
	 Jeff Van Fleet and Paul Twardy

Since this fountain, this source 
of life, this table surrounds 
us with untold blessings and 
fills us with the gifts of the 
Spirit, let us approach it with 
sincerity of heart and purity 
of conscience to receive grace 
and mercy in our time of need.  
Grace and mercy be yours from 
the only-begotten Son, our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; 
through him and with him be 
glory, honor and power to the 
Father and the life-giving Spirit, 
now and always and for ever.  
Amen.

From the Catacheses by Saint 
John Chrysostom, bishop Our thanks to Margret Bradley, oboe, for playing this morning. 

Altar flowers are given by Woody Klipp in memory of Bruce Cruger who died one year ago 
(March 7, 2022).


