
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 16, 2021

As we continue with in-person Sunday worship, the recorded service will be held in the West transept with 
the Altar placed in front of the Columbarium. This placement is a way to remind us of our joint worship with 
the Saints in light. As tradition holds the clergy would stand in front of the congregation (church militant) 
and before the Saints and choirs of heaven (church triumphant). It is a subtle, but beautiful reminder that we 
worship with the Saints always.

Prelude  Pastorale for Flute and Organ | Charles Callahan

Gathering
Hymn #655  Son of God, Eternal Savior

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ 
you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find 
our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word
Reading  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus—for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed 
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed 
and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to 
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel  John 17:6-19
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus prayed: “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in 
your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I 
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I 
have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, 
but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also 
may be sanctified in truth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Hymn of the Day #463  Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed

Prayers of Intercession
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Thanksgiving at the Table  
You are indeed holy… until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore… now and forever. 
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory.
 forever and ever.  Amen.

The Communion

Prayer after Communion

Sending
Blessing

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude  Prelude and Fugue in G Major (BWV 550) | Johann Sebastian Bach

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456. 
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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We thank Casey Oelkers, flute, for offering the Prelude this morning.

Altar flowers were given by Joyce Bisbee in honor of her 80th birthday.
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