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Fifth Sunday in Lent
Holy Communion

Sunday, March 21, 2021

Prelude  

Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake, God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Processional Hymn #325 I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you.

Trisagion #160 Holy God  (Sung twice)

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. 
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word
First Reading  Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
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it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach 
one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-12
Sung by cantor. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
	 in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
	 and cleanse me | from my sin.
For I know | my offenses,
	 and my sin is ev- | er before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
	 so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
	 a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
	 and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
	 wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.
Let me hear | joy and gladness;
	 that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
Hide your face | from my sins,
	 and blot out | all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
	 and renew a right spir- | it within me.
Cast me not away | from your presence,
	 and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.
Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
	 and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.     

Second Reading  Hebrews 5:5-10
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 
to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a 
priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 
to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having 
been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Cantor: May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Acclamation repeated by all.

Gospel  John 12:20-33
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus 
answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind 
of death he was to die.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Hymn of the Day #330  Seed That in Earth is Dying



5

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
	 born of the virgin Mary,
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, died, and was buried;
	 he descended to the dead.
	 On the third day, he rose again;
	 he ascended into heaven, 
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body,
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

Sanctus
Sung by cantor.

Eucharistic Prayer
… Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 
forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Spoken by all.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,
	 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
	 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory.
	 forever and ever.  Amen.
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The Communion

Lamb of God
Sung by cantor.

Prayer after Communion

Sending
Blessing

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Recessional Hymn #337  Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed



8

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456. 
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Dismissal  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude  Toccata in d minor (BuxWV 155) | Dietrich Buxtehude
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The Lenten Prayer of 
St. Ephraim the Syrian
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Lenten prayer. Tradition ascribes it to one of the great teachers of 
spritual life, St. Ephraim the Syrian. 

O Lord and Master of my life! Take from me the spirit of sloth, 
faintheartedness, lust of power and idle talk. But give rather the 
spirit of chastity, humility, patience and love to your servant. Yea 
O Lord and King! Grant me to see my own errors and not to judge 
my brothers and sisters; for you are blessed unto ages of ages.  
Amen.
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