Fourth Sunday in Lent

Holy Communion
Sunday, March 14, 2021

PRELUDE Christ, the Life of All the Living | Flor Peeters

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake, God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part  strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while 1 pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.

trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

TRISAGION #160 Holy God (Sung twice)
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ho -ly and im - mor - tal, have mer - cy on us.

Music: Russian Orthodox traditional

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued
us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom;
but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses,
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said,
“We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone,
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PsaLm 107:1-3, 17-22
Sung by cantor.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good,
for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
Let the redeemed of the | Lord proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
gathering them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;
through their sins they | were afflicted.
They loathed all man- | ner of food
and drew near | to death’s door.
Then in their trouble they cried | to the Lord
and you delivered them from | their distress.
You sent forth your | word and healed them
and rescued them | from the grave.
Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your | steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy.

SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those
who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following
the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in
the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made
us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Glo-ry to you, O Word of God, Lord Je - sus Christ.

Cantor: May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the
world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Acclamation repeated by all.



GOSPEL John 3:14-21
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in

order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds
were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it
may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY #323 God Loved the World
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1 God loved the world so that he gave  his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are ill, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son  for - gives all
5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide in
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have  done, and jus - i - fied by
Spir - it Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are  built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the  high - est good.
Trin - i - ty, be praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day, he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

SANCTUS
Sung by cantor.
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Ho - 1y, ho - lyy, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav. - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.



Ho - san - na in the igh - est
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Bless - ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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Ho - san - na in the  high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
... Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and
forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken by all.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory.
forever and ever. Amen.

THE COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD

Sung by cantor.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the
0 | .
y D ! !
e =% — o * ¢ - % o *—
) e’ — —.—\-.— - —
world; have mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; have mer - cy
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on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace. A - men.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Sending
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN #339 Christ, the Life of All the Living
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,

2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it  pa - tient - ly,

3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rowsdeep and sore,
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Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark -est depths of woe:
e - ven death by cru - ci- fix-ion, ful -ly to a - tone for me;
for the an- guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-f’ring,death,and mer - it life e - ter - nal I in-her - it.

for you chose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, wun - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.

for that last ftri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Introit: Laetare/Rejoice | Lynn Trapp
Rejoice, O Jerusalem; and gather round, all you who love her

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456.
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.






The Lenten Prayer of
St. Ephraim the Syrian

Of all Lenten hymns and prayers, one short prayer can be termed the
Lenten prayer. Tradition ascribes it to one of the great teachers of
spritual life, St. Ephraim the Syrian.

O Lord and Master of my life! Take from me the spirit of sloth,
faintheartedness, lust of power and idle talk. But give rather the
spirit of chastity, humility, patience and love to your servant. Yea
O Lord and King! Grant me to see my own errors and not to judge
my brothers and sisters; for you are blessed unto ages of ages.
Amen.
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