Transfiguration of Our Lord
Service of the Word
Sunday, Feb. 14, 2021

PRELUDE [ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light | Michael Hassell

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake, God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #315 How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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I How good, Lord, to be here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we  see your king - dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we hail your bod -y glo - ri - fied and our re-demp-tion see.

we long to hold the  wvi - sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount,come with us to the plain.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-1y Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into all the
world. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.



Word

FIRST READING 2 Kings 2:1-12
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they
went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said
to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said,
“Yes, I know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the
Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, [ know; be silent.”

Then Eljjah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men
of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. Then Eljjah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken
from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as [ am being taken from you, it will be granted you;
if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching
and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 50:1-6
The cantor and congregation alternate in the singing of psalm verses, beginning with the cantor.
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The mighty one, God the | Lord, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,

God shines | forth in glory.
Our God will come and will | not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
God calls the heavens and the earth | from above

to witness the judgment | of the people.
“Gather before me my | loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.”
The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,

for it is God | who is judge.



SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL Mark 9:2-9
Glory to you, O Lord.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling
white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know
what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there
came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around,
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY #316 Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair

p I T
o= o R ; .

7.4 I 1| 1| 1| I I bl I

J T T '| T '| '| T
1 Oh, won - drous im -  age, vi - sion fair of
2 With Mo - ses and E - 1i - jah nigh the_in -
3 With shin - ing face and bright ar - ray, Christ
4 And  faith - ful hearts are raised on high by
5 O Fa -  ther, with thee - ter - nal Son, and
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glo - ry that the church may share, which Christ up - on the
car - nate Lord holds con - verse high, and from the cloud, the
deigns to man - i - fest to - day what glo - ry shall be
this  great vi - sion’smys - ter - y; for which in joy - ful
Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er one, we pray you, bring us
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moun-tain  shows, where bright - er than the sun  he glows!
Ho - ly One says, “This is  my be - lov - ed Son.”
theirs a - bove who joy in God  with per - fect love.
song we raise the voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.
by  your  grace to  see your glo - 1y face to face.

Text: Sarum, 15th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 18181866, alt.
Music: DEO GRACTAS, English ballad, 15th cent.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken by all.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory.
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN #318 Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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1 Al-le - lu - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can - not die;
2 Al-le - lu - ia you are sound - ing, true Je - ru - sa - lem and free;
3 Al-le - lu - ia can-not al - ways be our song while here be - low;
4 In our hymns we pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty,
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al - le - lu - ia is the an-them ev - er dear to choirs on high;
al - le - lu - ia, joy- ful moth-er, bring us to your ju - bi- lee;
al - le - lu-ia our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;
at the last to keep glad Eas-ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
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in the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter-nal - ly.
here by Bab - y-lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex-iles still are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for-ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu-ia joy-ful - ly.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880




DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Deo Gracias | Percy Whitlock

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456.
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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