First Sunday in Lent
Service of the Word
Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021

PRELUDE Choral Dorien | Jehan Alain

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 1 Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

Amen.

THE GREAT LITANY #238
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Christ, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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o Christ, hear us. In mer - ¢y hear us.
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God, the Father in heaven, have mer - cy on us.
God, the Son, redeemer of the world, have mer - cy on us.
God, the Holy Spirit, have mer - cy on us.
Holy Trinity, one God, have mer - cy on us.
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Be grac - ious to us. Spare us, good Lord.
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Be grac - ious to us. Spare us, good Lord.
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From all sin, from all error,
from all evil;
from the cunning assaults
of the devil;
from an unprepared and e - vil death: Good Lord, de - liv-er us.
0 s
f I
I@ o T — - : .—-—b—.—.—O—O—
From war, bloodshed, and violence;
from corrupt and unjust government;
from sedi - tion and treason: Good Lord,de-liv-er us.
From epidemic, drought, and famine;
from fire and flood, earthquake,
lightning, and storm,
and from ever - last - ing death: Good Lord,de-liv-er us.
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By the mystery of your incarnation; by your ho - ly birth: Help us, good Lord.

By your baptism, fasting, and temptation;
by your agony and bloody sweat;

by your cross and suffering; by your death and burial: Help us, good Lord.
By your resurrection and ascension;
by the gift of the Ho - ly Spirit: Help us, good Lord.
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In all time of our tribulation;

in all time of our prosperity;
in the hour of death; and in the day of judg-ment: Save us, good Lord.
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Though unworthy, we im - plore you to hear wus, Lord our God.

To rule and govern your holy catholic church;
to guide all servants of your church
in the love of your word and in holiness of life;
to put an end to all schisms
and causes of offense to those who would believe;
and to bring into the way of truth all who have gone a - stray:
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We im - plore you to hear us, good Lord.
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To beat down Satan under our feet;
to send faithful workers into your harvest;
to accompany your word with your Spirit and power;
to raise up those who fall
and to strengthen those who stand;
and to comfort and help the fainthearted and the dis - tressed:

We im - plore you to hear us, good Lord.
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To give to all nations justice and peace;

to preserve our country from discord and strife;

to direct and guard those who have civil authority;

and to bless and guide all our peo - ple:
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We im - plore you to hear us, good Lord.
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To behold and help all who are in danger, need, or tribulation;
to protect and guide all who travel;
to preserve and provide for all women in childbirth;
to watch over children and to guide the young;
to heal the sick and to strengthen their families and friends;
to bring reconciliation to families in discord;
to provide for the unemployed and for all in need;
to be merciful to all who are imprisoned,
to support, comfort, and guide
all orphans, widowers, and widows;
and to have mercy on all your peo-ple:

We im - plore you to hear us, good Lord.
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To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers,
and to reconcile us to them;
to help us use wisely the fruits and treasures
of the earth, the sea, and the air;
and graciously to hear our prayers:
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We im - plore you to hear wus, good Lord.
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Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, we im - plore you to hear us.
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mer-cy on wus.
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; give us peace. A - men.

o ® — o o . ) P — N )
— —
O Christ, hear us. In mer - ¢y hear s,
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Christ, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.

Text and music: Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Text @ 1978 Litheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music @ 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress,

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism.
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Word

FIRST READING Genesis 9:8-17
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.
I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for
all future generations: [ have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that
I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 25:1-10
The cantor and congregation alternate in the singing of psalm verses, beginning with the cantor.
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To | you, O Lord,
Ilift | up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths.
Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- |
ness, O Lord.



You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.

You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.

All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 3:18-22
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not
as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Glo-ry to you, O Word of God, Lord Je - sus Christ.

Cantor: One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.

Acclamation repeated by all.

GOSPEL Mark 1:9-15
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved,;
with you I am well pleased.”

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY #517 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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1 Lord, keep wus stead-fast in  your word; curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you are
3 0 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword would wrest the king-dom from your Son
Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
u - ni -ty on earth; sup - port us in our fi - nal strife
Q ﬁ I t I .
G - —— ' | i |
P t t ® > r ] 2
J ] “
and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - nal ly.
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day, he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.




LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken by all.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory.
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN #319 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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1 O Lord, through - out these for - ty days you
2 You strove with  Sa - tan, and you won;  your
3 Though parched and hun - gry, yet you prayed and
4 Be with us through this sea - son, Lord, and
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prayed and kept the fast; in - spire re - pen - tance
faith - ful - ness en - dured; lend us your nerve, your
fixed your mind a - bove; SO teach us to de -
all our earth - ly days, that when  the fi - nal
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for our sin, and free us from our past.
skill  and trust in God’s e - ter - nal word.
ny our - selves  that we  may know God’s love.
Eas - ter dawns, we join in heav - en’s praise.

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Ir., b. 1930

Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text @ 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort | Helmut Walcha
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456.
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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The Lenten Prayer of
St. Ephraim the Syrian

Of all Lenten hymns and prayers, one short prayer can be termed the
Lenten prayer. Tradition ascribes it to one of the great teachers of
spritual life, St. Ephraim the Syrian.

O Lord and Master of my life! Take from me the spirit of sloth,
faintheartedness, lust of power and idle talk. But give rather the
spirit of chastity, humility, patience and love to your servant. Yea
O Lord and King! Grant me to see my own errors and not to judge
my brothers and sisters; for you are blessed unto ages of ages.
Amen.
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