Second Sunday of Advent

Service of the Word
Sunday, Dec. 6, 2020

PRELUDE An Advent Prelude | Charles Callahan

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake, God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #249 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for  God with - in, and let us all our
and our  great re - ward, with - out your grace we
rise to fall no more; oh, let your face up -
has our free - dom won, whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er  and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with  love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev -  er - more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.
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- Ti-e le - i - son
Ch.l']b - e e - le - i - son
Lord, . .. have  mer - cy.
Christ, . . . have  mer - cy.

Music: Russian Orthodox traditional

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us
to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;



the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like
the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows
upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God
will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of
Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 85:1-2, 8-13
The cantor and congregation alternate in the singing of psalm verses, beginning with the cantor.
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You have been gracious to your | land, O Lord;
you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob.
You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people
and blotted out | all their sins.
I will listen to what the Lord| God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

SECOND READING 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,

and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will
be disclosed.

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in
leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with



fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness is at home.

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace,
without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Al-le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - 1a, al - le - lu-ia.

GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8
Glory to you, O Lord.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their

sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; [ am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY #256 Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straightshallbe what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call - ing us to ftrue re- pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as  be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!

Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre - pare
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth

for God a way.
is shed a- broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.

Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; wr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day, he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken by all.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

hum-ble fa - vor.
nev - er bro - ken.




and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory.
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Sending

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN #264 Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal Kking!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove
0 4
Yy = I I I I I I N I ]
¥ 4" | | | | | | ¥ I | | | | | [
e — &—8—6— | | ' | . & G —F
J - o e
Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion its frib - ute ftoo may bring
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho -san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying | arr. Emma Lou Diemer

We thank Casey Oelkers, flute, for offering our prelude today.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456.
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

7



Serving today

Presiding Pastor John Worzala Dumke
Preaching Pastor Brad Pohlman
Organist Andrew Schaeffer

Cantor Bob Brod

Luther Memorial Church staff
The Rev. Brad Pohlman, Senior Pastor
The Rev. John Worzala Dumke, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Rebecca Ninke, Visitation Pastor
Vicar Leif Kratzke Nelson, Seminary Intern
Sarah Brinkman, Office Coordinator
Kim O’Leary, Church Administrator
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music
Suelyn Swiggum, Director of Shared Ministry
Robin Wagner, Communication Coordinator
Dan Zerger, Custodian

Lutheran Campus Ministry
The Rev. Emily Tveite

Parroquia Santa Maria
The Rev. Kirsten Worzala Dumke, Mission Pastor

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Joy Mortensen-Wiebe, Synod Biship



