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Reformation Sunday
Holy Communion

Thursday, Oct. 22, 2020
Sunday, Oct. 25, 2020

Prelude  Swing Five on Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word | Johannes Matthias Michel

Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not love you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neigh-
bors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake, God for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his au-
thority, I therefore declare

Hymn #410 All Glory be to God on High
Sung by cantor.
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Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it 
is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where 
it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word

First Reading  Jeremiah 31:31-34
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46
Sung by cantor.
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Second Reading  Romans 3:19-28
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Sung by cantor.

Gospel  John 8:31-36
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Hymn #503  A Mighty Fortress
Sung by cantor.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day, he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.
 Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
… Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Meal
 
Please stand.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Sanctus
Sung by cantor.

Eucharistic Prayer
… Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Spoken by all.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed by thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be one,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory.
 forever and ever.
 Amen.

Please sit.
The Communion
All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. We receive the Body of Christ 
(bread) in our open hands. Christ is fully present in both the bread and cup. Persons unable to drink 
wine are encouraged to abstain from the cup and receive Christ in the bread.

Lamb of God
Sung by cantor.
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Please stand.
Prayer after Communion

Sending

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Recessional Hymn #517  Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word
Sung by cantor.

Postlude  Trumpet Tune | Jeremy Bankson

Our thanks to cantor Sandy Erickson, and instrumentalist Matt Sundell.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 26456. 
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Today from the Life of the Church
To make the way smoother for the unlearned—for only them do I serve—I shall 
set down the following two propositions concerning the freedom and the bond-

age of the spirit:
A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.

A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.
These two theses seem to contradict each other. If, however, they should be 

found to fit together, they would serve our purpose beautifully. Both are Paul’s 
own statements, who says in 1 Cor. 9, “For though I am free from all men, I have 

made myself a slave to all,” and in Rom. 13, “Owe no one anything, except to 
love one another.” Love by its very nature is ready to serve and be subject to him 
who is loved. So Christ, although he was Lord of all, was “born of a woman, born 
under the law,” (Gal. 4:4), and therefore was at the same time a free man and a 

servant, “in the form of God,” and “of a servant” (Phil. 2:6-7).

Martin Luther (1484-1546)
“The Freedom of a Christian” (1520)
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