Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Service of the Word
August 9, 2020

PRELUDE Largo and Allegro from Sonata in D Major | George Frideric Handel

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the 1 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN #761 Evening and Morning
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I Eve-ning and morn -  ing, sun - set and dawn - ing,
2 Gra-cious Lord, hear me, par - don and spare me;
3 Ills that still grieve me soon are to leave me;
4 To God in heav - en all praise be giv - en!
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wealth, peace, and glad - ness, com - fort in sad - ness:
calm  all my ter - rors, blot out my er -  Tors,
though bil - lows tow - er, and winds gain pow - er,
O God, we of - fer and glad - ly prof - fer
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these are  your works, rich in glo - 1y di - vine!
that jus - 6 - fied in  your sight I may stand.
af - ter the  storm the fair sun shows its face.
gifts from your hand; these a - lone you will  prize:
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Times with - out num - ber, a - wake or in  slum - ber,
Or - der my go - ings, di - rect all my do - ings:
Joys e’er in - creas - ing and peace nev -er ceas - ing:

hearts that re - ceive you and faith to be - lieve you;
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your eye ob - serves us, from dan - ger pre - serves us,

guard me and guide me and stay close be - side me;

these shall I trea - sure and  share in full mea - sure

hymns that a - dore you are pre - cious be - fore you
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caus - ing your mer - ¢y up - on us to  shine.
all 1 com - mit to  your fa - ther - ly hand.
when in your man - sions you grant me a place.
and to your throne like sweet in - cense a - rise.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. composite
Music: DIE GULDNE SONNE, Johann G. Ebeling, 1637-1676
Text @ 1930, 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

GLORIA
Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
D4 . . . ;
| =) 1 — [ 3 I =y
#Hm P  — — — — I P —
| « ] [ |l 1
— I — L‘—dJ P & —] I
”) — — - o —
Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer

5k i
T i i
& b ! o —————— PO ——
3 I = 1 1 |
- | ¥ 1 1 I 1 [~] 1 I 1 I [ 4]
4 I ! o] ' | ! e

For you a-lone are the Ho -1y One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue us from despair,
deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Word

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18
At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts;
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but
the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake;
and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.
When Eljjah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of
Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 85:8-13
The cantor and congregation alternate in the singing of psalm verses, beginning with the cantor.
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I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying;*
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,*
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;*
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,*
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
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The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity,*
and our land will | yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord*
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things
will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will
ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that
is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him
will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to
proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good

news!”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia sung by all:
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Verse sung by cantor: I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope.
Repeat Alleluia.

GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33
Glory to you, O Lord.
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed
the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for
the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”



Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So
Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,

“Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY #786 Eternal Father, Strong to Save
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1 E-ter - nal Fa - ther, strong to save, whose arm  has bound the
2 O Sav - ior, whose al - might - y word the winds and waves sub -
3 O Ho - ly Spir-it, who didst brood up - on the cha - os
4 O Trin - i -ty of love and pow'r all ftrav-’lers guard in
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rest - less  wave, who bade the might - y o - cean deep its
mis - sive heard, who  walked wup - on the foam - ing deep, and
dark and rude, and bid its an - gry tu - mult cease, and
dan - ger’s hour from rock and tem - pest, fire and foe, pro -
0 ,
-: | I | | ! .- I N— |
' g
& U
own ap - point - ed lim - its keep: oh, hear us when we
calm a - mid the storm didst sleep: oh, hear us when we
give, for wild con - fu - sion, peace: oh, hear us when we
tect them where - so e'er they go; thus ev - er-more shall
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cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sca.

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
.... Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER Sung by all
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Our  Fa-ther, whoart in heav- en, hal- low- ed be
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thy name, thy king-dom come, thy will be done,
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dai- ly bread; and for- give us our (res-pass- es,
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as we for-givethose who tres-pass a- gainst us; and lead us
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not in- to temp-ta-  tion,  but de- liv- er us from e-

For thine is the king-dom, and the pow- er, and the
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glo- ry, for- ev- er and ev- er. A- men.



BLESSING

Sending

Almighty God, Father, 1 Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #842 Oh, Worship the King
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1 Oh, wor - ship the King, all - glo - rious a - bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what  tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0 mea - sure - less  might, in - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow'’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in  the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we  trust, nor find you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a - bove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change-less  de - cree,
it streams from the  hills, it de - scends to the plain,
your  mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler «c¢re - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sca.
and sweet-ly dis - tlls in the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er, rc - deem -er, and  friend.
with tue ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.
Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: HANOVER, William Croft. 1678-1727
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Carillon-Sortie | Henri Mulet

Our thanks to cantor Maggie Stansfield and instrumentalist Rolf Wulfsberg.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26456.
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Today

from the life of the church

That same crucifixion of the Lord which was, and for ever is, the utmost effort of
evil, is itself the means by which God conquers evil and unites us to Himself in the
redeeming love there manifested. Judas and Caiaphas and Pilate had set themselves
in their several ways to oppose and to crush the purpose of Christ, and yet despite
themselves they became its ministers. They sent Christ to the Cross; by the Cross He
completed His atoning work; from the Cross He reigns over mankind. God in Christ
has not merely defeated evil, but has made it the occasion of His own supremest
glory. Never was the conquest so complete; never was triumph so stupendous. The
completeness of the victory is due to the completeness of the evil over which it was
won. It is the very darkness which enshrouds the Cross that makes so glorious the
light proceeding from it. Had there been no despair, no sense of desolation and
defeat, but merely the onward march of irresistible power to the achievement of

its end, evil might have been beaten, but not bound in captivity to love for ever.
God in Christ endured defeat, and out of the very stuff of defeat He wrought His
victory and His achievement. Language must be tortured to make it express what
we see here. It is not only the enemy that was conquered; defeat itself was defeated,
captivity was led captive, and its shame converted into the splendour of triumph.

William Temple (1881 - 1944)
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