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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Service of the Word 

June 28, 2020

Prelude  Cantabile | César Franck

Gathering
Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Entrance Hymn #707  Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

Gloria  
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world. Mold us 
into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Word
First Reading  Jeremiah 28:5-9

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who 
were standing in the house of the Lord; and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may 
the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of 
the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the 
hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, 
and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when 
the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
The cantor and congregation alternate in the singing of psalm verses, beginning with the cantor.

Your love, O Lord, forever | will I sing;*
 from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness.
For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished forever;*
 you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens.
“I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;*
 I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant:
‘I will establish your | line forever,*
 and preserve your throne for all | generations.’ ”
Happy are the people who know the | festal shout!*
 They walk, O Lord, in the light | of your presence.
They rejoice daily | in your name;*
 they are jubilant | in your righteousness.
For you are the glory | of their strength,*
 and by your favor our might | is exalted.
Truly, our shield belongs | to the Lord;*
 our king to the Holy | One of Israel. 

Second Reading  Romans 6:12–23
Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No longer present 
your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been 
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brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin 
will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not 
know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be 
to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of 
teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves 
of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you 
once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present 
your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage did you then 
get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now that 
you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end 
is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia sung by all:

Verse sung by cantor: You are a royal race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Repeat Alleluia.

Gospel  Matthew 10:40-42

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the twelve, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the 
reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the 
name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon   
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Hymn of the Day  #719  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
.... Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer  Sung by all  

Sending

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Closing Hymn  #848  Give to Our God Immortal Praise

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Postlude  Toccata in Seven | John Rutter 

Our thanks to Laura Conger, who serves as cantor today.
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Today 
from the life of the church

Who am I? They often tell me I stepped from my cell’s confinement calmly, 
cheerfully, firmly, like a Squire from his country house.

Who am I? They often tell me I used to speak to my warders freely and 
friendly and clearly, as thought it were mine to command.

Who am I? They also tell me I bore the days of misfortune equably, 
smilingly, proudly, like one accustomed to win.

Am I then really that which other men tell of? Or am I only what I myself 
know of myself? Restless and longing and sick, like a bird in a cage, 
struggling for breath, as though hands were compressing my throat, 
yearning for colors, for flowers, for the voices of birds, thirsting for words 
of kindness, for neighborliness, tossing in expectations of great events, 
powerlessly trembling for friends at an infinite distance, weary and empty 
at praying, at thinking, at making, faint, and ready to say farewell to it all.

Who am I? This or the Other? Am I one person today and tomorrow 
another? Am I both at once? A hypocrite before others, and before myself a 
contemptible woebegone weakling? Or is something within me still like a 
beaten army fleeing in disorder from victory already achieved?

Who am I? They mock me, these lonely questions of mine. Whoever I am, 
Thou knowest, O God, I am thine!

Dietrich Bonhoeffer  (1906–1945)


