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Fifth Sunday of Easter
Service of the Word 

May 10, 2020

Prelude  Berceuse from Suite Bretonne | Marcel Dupré

Gathering
Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father,
and of the † Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Entrance Hymn #380  Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
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Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O Christ the Way, the Truth, and the Life:  give us grace to see the Father in you.  Make us know satisfaction 
in following the way of your cross, that we might share your crucified and risen life.  For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word
First Reading  Acts 7:55–60

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God.  Look, he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God!”  But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.  Then they dragged 
him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul.  While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16
The cantor/choir and congregation alternate in the singing of psalm verses, beginning with the cantor.

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame;*
	 deliver me | in your righteousness.
Incline your | ear to me;*
	 make haste to de- | liver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold;*
	 for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me,*
	 for you are my tow- | er of strength.
Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,*
	 for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth.
My times are | in your hand;*
	 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.
Let your face shine up- | on your servant;*
	 save me in your | steadfast love. 
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Second Reading  1 Peter 2:2–10
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation — if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good.  Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  To you then who 
believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very 
head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”  They stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation
Sung before and after Gospel. First time, sung by cantor; second time, sung by all.

Gospel  John 14:1–14

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  And 
you know the way to the place where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?”  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.  If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.”  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’?  Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.  Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father.  I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon   
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Hymn of the Day  #816  Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
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who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
.... Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer  Sung by all  
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Sending

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Closing Hymn  #758  You Are the Way

Dismissal
Go in peace. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude  The Rhythmic Trumpet from Suite Baroques | Seth Bingham

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26456.
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Today 
from the life of the church

Thou who art over us, 
Thou who are one of us, 

Thou who art — 
Also within us, 

May all see Thee — in me also, 
May I thank Thee for all that shall fall to my lot, 

May I also not forget the needs of others, 
Keep me in Thy love 

As Thou wouldst that all should be kept in mine.

May everything in this my being be directed to Thy glory, 
And may I never despair.

For I am under Thy hand, 
And in Thee is all power and goodness.

Give me a pure heart —  
    that I may see Thee, 

A humble heart —  
    that I may hear Thee, 

A heart of love —  
    that I may serve Thee, 

A heart of faith —  
    that I may abide in Thee.

Amen.

Dag Hammarskjold  
(1905 – 1961) 


