Today
from the life
of the church

O Thou who dwellest in
the light that is unap-
proachable, while clouds
and darkness are round
about Thee, we thank
Thee that the day is
thine, the night also is
thine. When deep calleth
unto deep, and all they
waves and billows are
around us, we recognize
the voice of the Lord our
God. We know that the
sea is his, and that He
made it; also that the
storm may be changed
into a calm at his com-
mand and will. Help us,
O God, to acquiesce in
every turning of our lot,
in the scene that moveth
to and fro, in the change
which proceedeth from
Thyself, and is forever
controlled by Thee; and,
through all the storms of
this world let our whole
confidence be in Thee,
through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Service of the Word
March 29, 2020

PRELUDE Rhosymedre or “Lovely” Ralph Vaughan-Williams

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Cleanse me from sin, O Lord, wash me with hyssop branches; cleanse me
from guilt, and I shall be clean as the new snow.
Have mercy on me, O my God, according to your great compassion.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you,
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by
my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray
God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins. Amen.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and
to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word,
and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous
fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission
of all your sins. Amen.

OPENING HYMN #666 What Wondrous Love Is This
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soull What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TI'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when I was sink - ing down

God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my

be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great I  Am, while mil-lions join the theme, I will
I'll  sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, [ will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, Christ came into the world to free us from death. Breathe your Spirit upon us and raise
us to new life, that we might live and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying
in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O
Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. Ilooked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as

he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely. Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the
Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PsAaLM 130
The cantor/choir and congregation alternate in the singing of psalm verses, beginning with the cantor.
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Out | of the depths*
Icry to | you, O Lord;
O Lord, | hear my voice!*
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
If you were to keep watch | over sins,*
O Lord, | who could stand?
Yet with you | is forgiveness,*
in order that you | may be feared.
I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits;*
in your word | is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning,*
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love;*
with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption.
For the Lord shall | redeem Israel*
from | all their sins.

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law — indeed it
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re- turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer- ci- ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a - bound- ing in stead - fast love.

GOSPEL John 11:1-45
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard
it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may



be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi,
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they
see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.”
After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to
awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in
the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell

you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me,
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent
me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in

him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY #750 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
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I Lord, thee I love with all my heart; I pray thee, ne’er from me de-part;

2 Yea, Lord,thine own rich boun-ty gave my bod -y, soul,and all 1 have

3 Lord, let at last thine an-gels come, to  A-br’ham’s bos-om bear me home,

0 | . . .

Yy (D Il | | - | | Il | | Il !
o P v = = — | ] |

LR L o —

J | ' 1 1
with ten-der mer-cy cheer me. Earth has no plea-sure 1 would share,
in  this poor life of la - bor. Lord, grant that I in ev-'ry place
that 1 may die un-fear - ing; and in its nar - row cham-ber keep

n I } 1 }

J D | | It | | Il ! 1 [ | -

I I I I I ] ™ = [7) P
I ] =
| I | |

J | | ' |
yea, heav’'n it-self were void and bare if thou, Lord, were not near me.
may glo - ri-fy thy lav-ish grace and serve and help my neigh - bor.
my bod - y safe in peace-ful sleep un - til thy re - ap - pear - ing.
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And should my heart for sor-row break, my trust in thee can noth-ing shake.
Let no falseteach-ing me be-guile, let Sa - tan not my soul de - file.
And then from death a-wak-en me, that these mine eyes with joy may see,
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Thou art the por - tion I have sought; thy  pre - cious
Give strength and pa - tience un - to me to bear my
0O Son of God, thy glo - rious face, my Sav - ior
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus  Christ, my God and Lord,
cross and fol - low thee. Lord Je - sus  Christ, my God and Lord,
and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus  Christ, my prayer at - tend,
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my God and Lord, for - sake me not! I trust thy word.
my God and Lord, in death thy com - fort still af - ford.
my prayer at - tend, and I will praise thee with - out end!

Text: Martin Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: HERZLICH LIEB, B. Schmid, Orgeltabulaturbuch, 1577




APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
.... Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER

Sung by all
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Our Fa-ther, whoart in heav- en, hal- low- ed be
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glo- ry, for- ev- er and ev- er. A- men.
Sending
BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN #327 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow
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1 Through the  night of doubt and sor - row, on - ward
2 One the  light of God’s own pres - ence on the
3 One the  strain that lips  of thou - sands lift as
4 On - ward, there-fore, sis - ters, broth - ers; on - ward,
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goes the pil - grim band, sing - ing songs of ex - pec -
ran-somed peo - ple shed, chas - ing far the gloom and
from the heart of one; one the con - flict, one the
with the cross our aid. Bear its shame,and fight its
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ta - tion, march -ing to the prom-ised land. Clear be -
ter - ror, bright-'ning  all the path we tread. One the
per - i, one the march in God be - gun. One the
bat - tle till  we rest be - neath its shade. Soon shall
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fore us through the dark - ness  gleams and burns the
ob - ject of our jour - ney,  one the faith which
glad - ness of re - joic - ing on the far e -
come the great a -  wak-'ning; soon the rend - ing
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guid - ing light; pil - grim clasps the hand  of
nev - er tires, one the ear - nest look - ing
ter - nal shore, where the one al - might -y
of the tomb! Then the scat - t'ring of all
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pil - grim step - ping fear - less through the  night.
for - ward, one the hope our God in - spires.
Fa - ther reigns in love for - ev - er - more.
shad - ows, and the end of toil and gloom.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Cortege et Litanie (Op.

19 No. 2) | Marcel Dupré

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26456.
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703710.
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